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ENIL’s Strategic Consultation 2026 – 2029: Survey questions

Link to the Google Form to complete the survey: https://forms.gle/M1326tw3KGy5QbwW6 

The deadline for completing the survey is 8 December 2024.

1. Introductory questions

1.1. How are you answering these questions?

· On behalf of an organisation which is a full member of ENIL
· On behalf of an organisation which is an associated member of ENIL
· As an individual member (full)
· As an individual member (associated)
· As a member of the ENIL Youth Network

1.2. Which country do you live in?

1.3. How long have you been a member of ENIL?

· Less than 1 year
· 1 – 5 years
· 6 – 10 years
· 11 years or more

2. Our vision

ENIL’s vision is of Europe where all disabled people are able to exercise choice and control over their lives, on an equal level with others; where they are valued members of the community and can enjoy all of their human rights, as set out in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and other human rights treaties. 

2.1. Do you think that this vision is still relevant?

2.2. Is there anything you would add or change?

3. Our mission

ENIL’s mission is to advocate and lobby for Independent Living values, principles and practices, namely for a barrier-free environment, deinstitutionalisation, provision of personal assistance support and adequate technical aids, together making full citizenship of disabled people possible. ENIL’s activities target European, national and local administrations, politicians, media, and the general society. ENIL works to strengthen the empowerment of disabled people, mainly through providing resources for peer support and peer-to-peer training. ENIL enhances the European disability sector by providing an arena for the sharing of disabled people’s experience of services and in providing economical, logistics and technical expertise on independent living. ENIL prides itself on providing a strong platform for grassroots activists and organisations.
3.1. Do you think that this mission is still relevant?

3.2. Is there anything you would add or change?

4. Our purpose

ENIL’s purpose is to develop and support the Independent Living Movement in Europe through advocating for and/or providing:
· Personal assistance services and legislation, and other services and legislation that support Independent Living.
· Opportunities for full participation in society.
· Watchdog activities: promoting and monitoring implementation of the CRPD and its General Comments, in particular on the right to live independently and being included in the community.
· Empowerment and self-determination, reducing attitudinal and practical barriers.
· Respect of human rights for disabled people through laws and policies compliant with the CRPD and its General Comments.

4.1. Do you think that this purpose statement is still relevant?

4.2. Is there anything you would add or change?

5. Context of the strategy

5.1. Which of the following barriers to Independent Living, from the General Comment 5, are still present in your country? Please pick 5 of the biggest barriers, in your opinion.

Denial of legal capacity, either through formal laws and practices or de facto by substitute decision-making about living arrangements

Inadequacy of social support and protection schemes for ensuring living independently within the community;

Inadequacy of legal frameworks and budget allocations aimed at providing personal assistance and individualized support;

Physical and regulatory institutionalization, including of children and forced treatment in all its forms;

Lack of deinstitutionalization strategies and plans and continued investments in institutional care settings;

Negative attitudes, stigma and stereotypes preventing persons with disabilities from being included in the community and accessing available assistance;

Misconceptions about the right to living independently within the community;

Lack of available, acceptable, affordable, accessible and adaptable services and facilities, such as transport, health care, schools, public spaces, housing, theatres, cinemas, goods and services and public buildings; 

Lack of adequate monitoring mechanisms for ensuring the appropriate implementation of article 19, including the participation of representative organizations of persons with disabilities;

Insufficient mainstreaming of disability in general budget allocations; 

Inappropriate decentralization, resulting in disparities between local authorities and unequal chances of living independently within the community

5.2. Are there any other barriers to Independent Living you would like to mention? 

5.3.  How important are the following agreements or strategies for disabled people in your country? 

(Please choose between Very important – Somewhat important – Not important – I am not familiar with this document)

UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Guidelines on deinstitutionalisation, including in Emergency
EU Charter on Fundamental Rights
Employment Equality Directive
European Accessibility Act
European Disability Rights Strategy 2021 – 2030
EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child and the European Child Guarantee
EU Care Strategy
European Green Deal
EU Structural and Investment Funds
Recovery and Resilience Facility
European Semester
Erasmus+
European Convention on Human Rights
Revised Social Charter

5.4. Are there any other agreements and strategies that you find important?

6. Thematic areas

6.1. How important do you find these thematic areas (based on Independent Living Pillars) for ENIL? 

(Please choose between Very important – Somewhat important – Not important – I don’t know)

Personal assistance
Communication support
Social, political and judicial participation
Access to the built environment
Inclusive education and lifelong learning
Accessible transport
Advocacy
Accessible housing
Social protection and benefits
Legal capacity and supported decision-making
Information
Peer support
Employment
Accessible and inclusive healthcare
Assistive technologies and devices

6.2. If you had to choose 4 thematic areas as priority for 2026 – 2029, which ones would you choose?

Personal assistance
Communication support
Social, political and judicial participation
Access to the built environment
Inclusive education and lifelong learning
Accessible transport
Advocacy
Accessible housing
Social protection and benefits
Legal capacity and supported decision-making
Information
Peer support
Employment
Accessible and inclusive healthcare
Assistive technologies and devices

6.3. How important do you find these additional thematic areas for ENIL?

(Please choose between Very important – Somewhat important – Not important – I don’t know)

Deinstitutionalisation
Accountability in use of public funding, incl. state aid
Hate crime
Climate change
Artificial intelligence
International cooperation

6.4. Are there any other thematic areas you would like to add?

6.5. When it comes to intersectionality, how important do you find that ENIL addresses multiple or intersecting discrimination experienced by the following groups?

(Please choose between Very important – Somewhat important – Not important – I don’t know)

Girls and women with disabilities
Children and young people with disabilities
Older people
LGBTQI+ people
Racial and ethnic minorities
Refugees and asylum seekers

7. Activities

7.1. How important do you find these activities for ENIL’s work?

(Please choose between Very important – Somewhat important – Not important – I don’t know)

Advocacy targeting the European Union
Advocacy targeting other European institutions (Council of Europe, OSCE)
Advocacy targeting international institutions (UN, WHO, World Bank etc.)
Advocacy targeting national Governments
Training and capacity building for disabled people and our organisations
Training and capacity building for others
Mutual learning and exchange activities (conferences, study visits, regional meetings)
Analytical activities and data collection (Independent Living Map, surveys)
Information and dissemination activities (Newsletters, members’ mailing, website, social media)
Strategic litigation
Partnership with other organisations 

7.2. Which of these activities do you find most beneficial (please choose 3)?

7.3. How important is it for ENIL to target the following groups with its activities?

(Please choose between Very important – Somewhat important – Not important – I don’t know)

Policy and decision makers
Disabled people and our organisations
Young people
People living in institutions
Families of disabled people
Service providers
Funders (public and private)

7.4. Are there any activities that ENIL should NOT be doing?

8. Membership

8.1. How important do you find the following campaigns, initiatives or communications?

(Please choose between Very important – Somewhat important – Not important – I don’t know)

Freedom Drive
Regional members’ meetings
Youth Leadership Programme
European Solidarity Corps Programme
EU Funds for Our Rights Campaign
Independent Living Survey
Independent Living Research Network
Personal Assistance Watch
Personal Assistance User’s Club
Myth busters on different topics
Members’ mailing
Newsletters
ENIL Website

8.2. Is there anything else ENIL should be offering to its members?

8.3. What topics would you like ENIL to develop Myth busters on, if any?

8.4. What type of training would you find beneficial, if any?

8.5. How important do you find ENIL’s membership of these organisations?

(Please choose between Very important – Somewhat important – Not important – I don’t know)

European Disability Forum
European Expert Group on the Transition from Institutional to Community-based Care 
Global Coalition on Deinstitutionalisation
World Independent Living Network 
Conference of INGOs at the Council of Europe
International Disability and Development Consortium (observer)


8.6. Do you think ENIL should be a member or partner with any other organisations of initiatives? 

8.7. Is there anything else you would like to say about ENIL’s Strategic Plan 2026 - 2029?
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